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SUBJECT: NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: SECTO 10278 

1. 1 SHARE YOU JUDGEMENT THAT THERE IS NO POINT 
TO PRESSING FAHMY TO AGREE TO A SIMULTANEOUS ANNOUNCE- 
MENT AT 1900 LOCAL TODAY. AS YOU KNOW, HE HAS 
ALREADY TOLD EGYPTIAN PRESS. 

2. FOR PLANNING PURPOSES, HOWEVER, I CONVEYED 
TO A MEMBER OF HIS STAFF A FEW MINUTES AGO OUR 
TENTATIVE THINKING THAT THE ISRAELIS AND WE WILL 
ANNOUNCE INITIALLING AT 1900 LOCAL TIME (1300 WASHINGTON 
TIME) AND THAT YOU HAVE RECOMMENDED THAT PRESIDENT 
FORD'S TELEPHONE CALL TO PRESIDENT SADAT BE MADE 
IF POSSIBLE SHORTLY BEFORE THE PLANNED 1900 
ANNOUNCEMENT. I STRESSED THAT THE LATTER IS SUBJECT 
TO CONFIRMATION OR CHANGE FROM WASHINGTON. 
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